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In the transportation field, Ms. Starke advises clients on labor 
protective arrangements under Section 13(c) of the Federal Transit 
Act, labor protection claims, transit procurement issues, contracting 
for services, the purchase of equipment, new start projects and 
transit funding issues. 
 
Ms. Starke has considerable experience in formulating and 
advocating positions on legislation and advising clients on the 
legislative process, including matters involving congressional rules 
and parliamentary procedures, hearings, markups, floor 
consideration, conferences, and congressional investigations. Her 
legislative work has included environmental issues, appropriations 
and transportation issues. 
 
Prior to joining the firm, she served for six years as Counsel to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce in the U.S. House of 
Representatives. In that capacity, she worked on legislation 
concerning the regulation of rail carriers under the Staggers Rail 
Act, issues arising under the Railway Labor Act, the Railroad 
Retirement and Unemployment Systems, the Federal Employers’ 
Liability Act, railroad safety and rail mergers. In addition, she 
handled reauthorizing legislation for the Federal Trade Commission 
(FTC), congressional oversight of FTC antitrust enforcement, 
advertising issues, and congressional review and veto of FTC 
regulations. 
 
Professional Affiliations 
• American Public Transportation Association 

Past Chair, Legal Affairs Committee 
Member of Legislative Committee 
Member of Policy and Planning Committee 

 
Publications 
• “Aftershocks of the Loss of the Legislative Veto: Severability and 

the Need for a Replacement Device” Co-author, Pace Law 
Review, Vol. 7, No. 3-4 (1987) 

• “The Competitive Access Debate: A ‘Backdoor’ Approach to 
Rate Regulation” Co-author, Transportation Law Journal, Vol. 
XVI, No. 2 (1988) 

• “Transit Labor Protection – A Guide to Section 13(c) of the 
Federal Transit Act” Co-author, Transportation Research Board 
(June 1995) 

 

 

 
 
Primary Practice Areas 
• Transportation 
• Legislative 
• Labor Protection 
• Contracting 
 
Licensure 
• District of Columbia 
• New York 
 
Education 
• Hofstra University 

School of Law 
J.D. (1981) 

• Connecticut College 
B.A., Biology, cum laude 
(1978) 

 
Employment 
• Thompson Coburn LLP 

Partner (2001-Present) 
• Eckert Seamans Cherin & 

Mellott 
Partner (1991-2001) 

• United States House of 
Representatives Energy & 
Commerce Committee 
Counsel (1981-1987) 
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