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PRACTICES
• Railroad Litigation

EDUCATION
• Southern Illinois University 

School of Law, J.D., magna cum 
laude, 2004, Phi Alpha Delta 
Legal Fraternity, Associate 
Editor, SIU Law Journal, 
Southern Illinois American Inn of 
Courts

• Eastern Illinois University, B.A., 
summa cum laude, 2002

ADMISSIONS
• Illinois

• Missouri

AFFILIATIONS
• American Bar Association

• Illinois Bar Association

EMPLOYMENT
• Thompson Coburn LLP Counsel, 

2014-Present Associate, 2005-
Present

• U.S. District Judge J. Phil Gilbert 
Legal Intern, Summer 2004

• SIU General Counsel’s Office 
Law Clerk, 2003-2004

Crystal has years of experience defending large 
corporations in civil litigation.
As a member of the Firm's Railroad practice, she has advocated for major 
railroads and other corporations in cases involving personal injury, 
contract, property damage, class actions and administrative matters. She 
has second-chaired multiple trials in Missouri state courts that have 
resulted in defense verdicts, and has handled appeals in Illinois, Missouri 
and the Eighth and Seventh Federal Circuits.

Crystal's experience in preparing complex trial motions and briefs has 
solidified her position as a skilled appellate attorney in the Firm. She uses 
her capabilities for researching complex or novel issues of law to ensure 
her clients are uniquely positioned for success during difficult matters.

Publications
• "The Effects of In Re Devon M. on the Illinois Parentage Act and Illinois 

Public Policy"; SIU Law Journal, Spring 2005


