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PATRICK MORALES-DOYLE (Chicago) Patrick represents a diverse group of clients 
in state and federal litigation, including professional services companies, governmental 
entities, and agricultural organizations. As a key member of several trial teams, he has 
helped secure favorable jury verdicts for clients in complex commercial litigation. Patrick also 
has significant appellate experience, both at Thompson Coburn and in his previous roles as 
a judicial clerk for the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 6th Circuit and at the Office of the State 
Appellate Defender in Chicago. Patrick earned his law degree from Harvard Law School.

SARA MELLY (St. Louis) Sara represents lenders, community development entities and 
investors in tax credit and financing transactions. For more than a decade, she has advised 
clients on a broad range of corporate and transactional matters, including serving for 
several years as general counsel, vice president and corporate secretary of a publically-
traded special purpose acquisition company. Sara has successfully litigated a variety of 
commercial disputes in federal and state trial and appellate courts in Missouri and Illinois. 
She earned her law degree from Saint Louis University School of Law. 

GREG MENNERICK (St. Louis) Greg represents clients in mergers and acquisitions and 
sophisticated securities offerings, and offers advice on a wide range of regulatory and 
compliance issues affecting public and private companies. He has represented public 
and private companies in numerous corporate acquisitions and divestitures in excess 
of $50 million and advised companies across a host of industries on the most effective 
strategies to transition, restructure or expand their operations. He earned his law degree 
from Saint Louis University School of Law. 

REBECCA SHELTON (Washington, D.C.) Rebecca represents clients before the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) in proceedings primarily regarding wholesale 
transmission rates, including FERC settlement negotiations and hearing processes. She 
also provides guidance to clients related to issues arising under the Federal Power Act 
and the Public Utility Regulatory Policies Act. Rebecca received her law degree from the 
State University of New York at Buffalo.

BRENT TRAME (St. Louis) Brent represents and advises public and private companies 
with respect to mergers and acquisitions and other significant corporate transactions. 
Brent also counsels companies in a variety of industries with respect to federal and 
state securities laws compliance, corporate governance, risk management and 
corporate financing. He received his law degree from the University of Illinois College 
of Law. 

SARAH WADE (St. Louis) Sarah represents lenders, banks and borrowers in complex 
financing transactions and provides in-depth regulatory counsel to clients in two of 
the most heavily regulated industries in the country: financial services and alcohol 
manufacturing and distribution. Before pursuing a career in law, Sarah worked for several 
years at a community bank and served for nearly eight years as a bank examiner with  
the Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis. In 2017, Sarah was named an Up & Coming attorney 
by Missouri Lawyers Weekly. She earned her law degree from Saint Louis University  
School of Law.
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OUTREACH

Thompson Coburn takes a proactive approach to recruiting diverse attorneys. We consciously reach out to law 

student associations at schools across the country to cultivate personal relationships with diverse law students 

and build a pipeline of diverse recruits.

Current colleges and universities:

•	 DePaul University, Chicago

•	 Georgetown University

•	 George Washington University

•	 Howard University

•	 Loyola University Chicago

•	 Northwestern University

•	 Saint Louis University

•	 The University of Chicago

•	 Tulane University

•	 University of Illinois at Chicago

•	 University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign

•	 University of Missouri

•	 University of California, Los Angeles

•	 Washington University

THOMAS F. EAGLETON SCHOLARSHIP 
AWARDED TO KATHERINE MURCHISON

Thompson Coburn selected Katherine Murchison 

as the 2018-2019 Thomas F. Eagleton Scholarship 

recipient, a scholarship developed in memory of our 

late partner U.S. Senator Tom Eagleton. Katherine 

received her Bachelor of Arts (BA) in International 

Studies and Spanish from the Honors College at the 

College of Charleston. While attending the College of 

Charleston, she worked for Catholic Charities’ Office 

of Immigration Services and served as a field and 

policy intern for Marian Wright Edelman, the founder 

and president of the Children’s Defense Fund. As a 

high schooler in Charleston, Katherine was the South 

Carolina state champion of the state’s Poetry Out 

Loud contest and founded the Charleston County 

School of the Arts’ first mock trial team. 

As an Eagleton Scholar, Katherine has a Thompson Coburn partner that will serve as her mentor during her first year 

of law school, will join the Firm as a summer associate in 2019, and received a $15,000 scholarship award. 

L-R: Felicia Williams, 2018-2019 Eagleton Scholarship recipient 
Katherine Murchison, and Booker Shaw.
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TOTAL COMMITMENT WOMEN’S INITIATIVE
Thompson Coburn is committed to creating an inclusive culture. We 
celebrate the unique strengths, abilities, and contributions of our 
women lawyers and are committed to building and sustaining an 
environment that welcomes, supports, and encourages women to 
become successful attorneys, respected business leaders and valued 
members of our community.

•	 We provide financial investment, leadership support, and staff 
support to our Total Commitment Women’s Initiative

•	 Our women attorneys meet regularly in each office

•	 The Women’s Initiative Steering Committee works to accomplish 
its goals through the following committees, which are led by 
women partners:

▶	 Women’s Initiative Associate Development Committee

▶	 Women’s Initiative Business Development Committee

▶	 Women’s Initiative Professional Development Committee

•	 Our Firm holds annual formal networking events for women 
attorneys and clients in St. Louis, Chicago, Los Angeles, and 
Washington, D.C. 

Our objectives:

•	 Make Thompson Coburn the go-to Firm for women to practice law
•	 Identify and remove any artificial barriers to success
•	 Plug the leaks in the talent pipeline

Laura Jordan
St. Louis (Chair)

Georgia Demeros
Chicago

Vicky Gilbert
Los Angeles

Ruthanne Hammett
St. Louis

Chris Hohn
St. Louis

Norma Jackson
St. Louis

Helen Kim
Los Angeles

Michele Kloeppel
St. Louis

Andrea Lowry
St. Louis

Katriina McGuire
Chicago

2018 WOMEN’S INITIATIVE STEERING COMMITTEE

Emily Wang Murphy
Washington, D.C.

Jennifer Post
Los Angeles

Debbie Rush
St. Louis

Anne Schuster
St. Louis

Gayle Smith Mercier
St. Louis

Women’s Initiative  
Focus:

•	Enhanced 
Communications

•	Professional 
Development  
& Leadership  
Opportunities

•	Equitable  
Compensation 

•	Equity 
Partnership

•	Client  
Succession
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Emily Peel
Chicago

Christina Randolph
St. Louis

Sara Wade
St. Louis

Maria Zschoche
St. Louis

CHICAGO ASSOCIATES HOLD 
WOMEN’S NETWORKING EVENT 
WITH KPMG

A group of Chicago associates arranged a 

networking happy hour with KPMG managers 

and directors. This event was designed for 

young professionals and furthered a long-term 

networking initiative with the audit, tax and 

advisory firm.

ST. LOUIS WOMEN CELEBRATE THE 
HEART OF THOMPSON COBURN

The St. Louis Women's Initiative hosted their 

annual event at Olive+Oak and The Clover And 

The Bee in Webster Groves. Each year, our 

Women’s Event celebrates female attorneys 

and female clients. This year’s attendees 

represented clients from various practice 

groups including Health Care, Financial 

Services, Corporate and Securities, Higher 

Education, Railroad Litigation, Real Estate, 

Business Litigation, and more.

LA HOSTS WOMEN’S LEADERSHIP 
BREAKFAST

The Women’s Initiative in the LA office hosted a 

networking and educational breakfast program 

in conjunction with New Girls’ Network. The 

event, “The Path to Leadership: Paving the Way 

and Dealing with the Bumps in the Road”, was 

comprised of a panel session that featured C-level 

executive women along with LA partner Jennifer 

Post, as they talked about navigating their careers 

to leadership positions. Other Thompson Coburn attendees included Helen Kim, Natalie Ikhlassi, Vicky Gilbert, 

Jessica Gordon, Kacey Riccomini and Lauren Chee. The New Girls' Network is an alliance of female leaders who 

promote the advancement of women in law.
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DOG DAZE OF SUMMER

Over the summer of 2018, the St. Louis and Belleville 

offices raised nearly $10,000 for Helping-Hand-Me-Downs. 

In conjunction with the funds, Thompson Coburn also 

donated over $2,000 in gift cards to the St. Louis Fisher 

House and another $3,000 for the Jefferson County Pet 

Food Pantry and Meals on Wheels of Greater St. Louis. 

HELPING HAND-ME-DOWNS APRIL SHOWERS BRING 
MAY FLOWERS KICK-OFF DRIVE

Thompson Coburn’s St. Louis office kicked off the annual fundraising 

efforts with an event where guests strolled through to “pick” flowers 

that denoted wish-list items for Helping Hand-Me-Downs. 

TC MAKES A DIFFERENCE

Our 2018 charity was Helping Hand-Me-Downs, which 

empowers St. Louis families by providing clothing and 

essential items, helping find stable employment and 

housing, and offering life coaching. Attorneys and staff 

hosted many fundraising events, from salad bars and 

bake sales to a home run derby and football pool to trivia 

and bingo events.
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The choice of a lawyer is an important decision and should not be based solely upon advertisements.

CHICAGO

55 East Monroe Street

37th Floor

Chicago, IL 60603

312 346 7500

LOS ANGELES 

2029 Century Park East

19th Floor

Los Angeles, CA 90067

310 282 2500 

ST. LOUIS

One US Bank Plaza

St. Louis, MO 63101

314 552 6000

SOUTHERN ILLINOIS

525 West Main Street

Suite 300

Belleville, IL 62220 

618 277 4700

WASHINGTON, D.C.

1909 K Street, N.W.

Suite 600

Washington, D.C. 20006

202 585 6900


